CANADIAN BUSHPLANE HERITAGE CENTRE (CBHC)

ANNUAL REPORT 2025

T

The Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre is committed to being a world-class museum that educates, inspires, and
connects people to Canada’s bushplane story. Through exceptional visitor experiences, innovative learning

opportunities, and strong community engagement, we continue to strengthen our role as a premier destination in
Sault Ste. Marie while building a sustainable future for generations to come.
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55,381 TOTAL 2,209 STUDENT VISITORS 12 FTE EMPLOYEES™ 4,651 PROGRAM
VISITORS 2037 volunteer hours VISITORS
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$3.3 MILLION" 81.5% 23% OUT-OF-TOWN 16%
ECONOMIC IMPACT SELF-GENERATED CANADIAN VISITORS U.S. VISITORS
REVENUE

*Calculated using the Tourism Regional Economic Impact Model provided by the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. **Calculated based on a 35-
hour work week.



‘2025 ACHIEVEMENTS

Three main objectives guide the CBHC’s decisions, business practices and projects.

OBJECTIVE #1 — COMMUNITY HUB CONTINUITY

ACCESS TO EDUCATION

Through generous support from partners such as Sault North
Rotary, the Rotary Club of Sault Ste. Marie, Evolugen, Arauco,
Algoma Steel, Tenaris, the Algoma District School Board and the
PUC, the Education Department served a total of 2,209 children.
This included students attending class excursions, the majority of

which were curriculum-based, as well as new participation from
schools across the greater Algoma District. Grant funding and
donations supported free transportation to the CBHC, helping
remove barriers to access. In addition, the CBHC, in partnership

with area organizations, delivered large-scale experiential learning
events to hundreds of Grade 4-5 students over 10 days, focused on biodiversity, ecosystems, climate change, and
environmental stewardship. These events were provided at no cost to students and educators thanks to sponsor
support.

SENIORS’ AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING

Generous support from the J.P. Bickell Foundation and sponsor
The Shoe Fits allowed the CBHC to deliver children’s and seniors’
programming throughout the year. For seniors, this included
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walking groups, yoga, and strength training, creating

opportunities to stay active and connected. For children, PD Day
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and March Break programming focused on hands-on STEM
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learning in a fun, engaging way. Programs were offered free or at
low cost to ensure accessibility. Through our partnership with
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White Pines Field School, students prepared and served
refreshments during senior programs, gaining practical, real-world
experience. We were also pleased to partner with the Indigenous Friendship Centre on select Tiny Pilots program
dates, helping create meaningful opportunities for young learners to explore aviation in an inclusive and welcoming
environment. These initiatives support both physical and mental well-being while bringing people together, and are
made possible through partnerships with Strong Minds, Brick Space, Case’s Music, Entomica Insectarium,
Indigenous Friendship Centre and others.



COMMUNITY EVENTS

The CBHC organized several major fundraising events
throughout the year, including Family Day, the Maple Syrup
Festival, two CBHC-produced Murder Mystery events,
Bushplane Days, and our annual Holiday Gift & Craft Show.
Large client events, such as Hope Air Day and the Silver Cove
Rock and Gem Show introduced new audiences to our
community facility. Bushplane Days and the Holiday Gift &
Craft Shows were offered by donation, helping ensure
accessibility while encouraging community participation. The
craft shows continue to drive local economic activity,
generating over $325,000 in impact for small businesses in
Sault Ste. Marie, while also giving vendors a well-supported

platform to showcase their work. In all, 9,000+ visitors attended community events at the CBHC in 2025.

OBJECTIVE #2 — EXCELLENCE IN HERITAGE

NEW EXHIBIT - NOT A JOB BUT A CALLING

Launched at the Annual General Meeting, Not a Job but a
Calling: Rangers, Game Wardens, and the Ontario Forest
Ranger School was created in partnership with the Ministry of
Natural Resources Enforcement Branch, The Ontario
Conservation Officers Association (OCOA), and the Ontario
Forest Ranger School Alumni Association (OFRSAA). The
family-friendly exhibit explored the roles of Game Wardens
(later known as Conservation Officers) and Forest Rangers
since their origins in the 19" century and the impact of the
Ontario Forest Ranger School on their professions. With
children’s activities, oral histories, historic photos and
artifacts, the exhibit gave visitors a look at what it was like to
work in the early years of natural resource management.

Pictured left to right are Mary Collier, Curator of the Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre; Katie Dalton, Staff Superintendent and Regional Enforcement
Operations Manager, Enforcement Branch, MNR; Rick Stankiewicz of OCOA; Dave Ferguson of OCOA; Don Weltz of OCOA; Jim Baker of OFRSAA; Chris Scott,
MPP for Sault Ste. Marie; Jamie Hilsinger, Director of the Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre; and Will Samis of OFRSAA.

GROUP TOUR GROWTH

In 2025, the CBHC continued to see strong engagement from
tour operators. Thirty-one percent of groups now select
enhanced experiences such as Dinner and Lunch tours.

This growth further supports the CBHC’s positioning as a pillar
of the tourism economy in Sault Ste. Marie.



SAULT CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS PASS

: Partnering with other cultural attractions in Sault Ste. Marie, the
temxeed Ly CBHC spearheaded the development of the Sault Cultural Attractions
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Pass, an all-inclusive pass geared towards tourists who want to
experience the Sault’s best attractions for a more economical price
point. On average, each passholder visited 3 of the 5 cultural

explore SaultSte. Marie’s cultural gems. attractions listed on the pass.

One pass - five attractions! Your ticket to

OBJECTIVE #3 — INCREASE SUSTAINABILITY & GROWTH
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$1.36 M $308,847 18.6%*

SELF-GENERATED REVENUE GOVERNMENT REVENUE OVERALL REVENUE INCREASE

TOTAL REVENUE 2025: $1.66M*
TOTAL REVENUE 2024: $1.412M

*The increase in revenue was mainly due to a $300,000 private donation towards the Future Impact Project.

IMPROVED FUNDRAISING

The CBHC focused on building fundraising in 2025, growing donations and funds raised through events,
strategic partnerships with Science North and other cultural attractions in Sault Ste. Marie, concentrated selling
of raffle tickets and continued relationship-development with private foundations.

The Future Impact Project capital campaign was launched in Fall 2025 and aims to raise another $3 million.

However, some donations from private funders were received by end of 2025. The Future Impact Project will replace
roofing, add a climate control system to the main museum and insulation, all in an effort to improve ongoing
economic and environmental sustainability.



OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS — ENTOMICA

In 2025, the management agreement between Entomica and the Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre expired and
was not renewed due to improved operational direction at Entomica. A Memorandum of Understanding remains
between the organizations. The CBHC's contributions to Entomica are outlined below.
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$16,817 $38,482 $5,990 S5,681 $17,411 $4,278 $10,000
In-kind Admissions Birthdays & School & Bus Gift Shop Memberships  Government
Support Events Tours Grant

TOTAL SUPPORT: $98,659
$16,817 in-kind vs $81,842 cash



‘THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

FUNDING PARTNERS
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o Purvis Marine o Sault North Rotary

o Takla o Rotary Club of Sault Ste. Marie

o Enbridge o Evolugen

o Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation o Algoma Steel

o Tourism Sault Ste. Marie o Henderson Metal

o DNM Construction o PUC

o Sault Ste. Marie Airport o Arauco

o Irwin Dentistry o Gateway Casinos

o Sleep Inn, Sault Ste. Marie o The Grand Gardens

o Rome’s Independent Grocer o Kadex Aero Supply

o Algoma District School Board o Errington’s Wilderness Island and Hawk Air

o Errington’s Island o Perimeter Aviation

o Algoma University o The Shoe Fits

o Sault College Waterfront Adventure Centre

COLLABORATIVE PARTNERS

o Case’s Music o Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources

o Strong Minds o Invasive Species Centre

o Thrive Tours o West End Theatre Project

o Entomica o Sweet Change

o Ermatinger-Clergue National Historic Site o Kensington Conservancy

o Art Gallery of Algoma o Algoma Highlands Conservancy

o Sault Museum o Science North

o Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy o Huron Superior Catholic District School Board

o White Pines Collegiate & Vocational School o Killarney Air Services

o

Northern Superior Brewing Co.




